


wrapping around Phra Barom That Chedi (great stupa) at Wat Maha That Woramahawihan, 
as the stupa represents Lord Buddha

�� �w���7�H�Q�W�K���O�X�Q�D�U���P�R�Q�W�K���P�H�U�L�W���P�D�N�L�Q�J�����D�O�V�R���F�D�O�O�H�G���&�K�L�Q�J���3�U�H�W���� A major 
event during which all NST residents-wherever they may live-return to the province to make 
merit and dedicate it to their deceased ancestors in a show of gratitude. A common belief is 
that if one doesn’t return for this merit-making, one won’t get ahead in life.

�� �w���&�K�D�N���3�K�U�D�����/�D�N���3�K�U�D������Organized at the end of each Lent, this tugging of a 
Buddha image ashore is believed to bring seasonal rain; participants are believed to make 
great merit.

 In addition, folk plays worth conserving include Nang Talung (shadow play) and Manohra, 
for which the person who sets a soet (decorative piece) on the head of a Manohra actor 
should be respected.

 “True grit” characterizes NST residents (best represented by the Thai 
phrases “Khon Ching” and “Chai Nak Leng”), in that they are sincere, 
stubborn, and keep their word. When they’re treated fairly, they will 
willingly reciprocate, but they refuse to be bullied or looked 
down upon. NST residents have a ‘strong’ personality, so 
whilst at times they speak loudly or seem terse, deep 
down they are sincere and straightforward. And 
thanks to their once-prosperous hometown, 
NST residents take great pride in their 
ancestors, dignity, and hometown.

Source: www.nakhonsithammarat.go.th
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�D�Q�G���L�W�V���S�H�R�S�O�H “As we are new members in Nakhon Si 

Thammarat, I would like to stress the importance 
of proper conduct to all Chevron employees and 
contractor personnel.  It is very important to be 
respectful of local ways of life and traditions.  And 
our seven values in the Chevron Way are a good 
foundation to help us become part of our new 
home.”
 Pairoj Kaweeyanun

President
Chevron Thailand Exploration and Production, Ltd.

 A southern province smaller only than Surat Thani and located some 780 km from 
Bangkok, NST is home to the longest cape in Thailand (Laem Talumphuk) and the highest 
peak in the South (Khao Luang). A province with a glorious heritage dating to the Si 
Wichai Kingdom, NST once carried the Pali-language name of Tam Phon Ling. During 
the Ayutthaya period, it was a first-grade, influential town, blessed with progress in its 
economy, society, culture, and religion The nicknames “Mueang Phra (religious town)” 
and “Mueang Nak Prat (town of learned men)” reflected the great pride residents have in 
their hometown.
 Unsurprisingly, NST residents are generally quite religiously devout. Most are Buddhists 
and devoted to Phra Barom That Chedi, the province’s most revered stupa. Socially, despite 
differences in ethnicity and religion, NST residents are known for their unity-whether they 
are Buddhists, Muslims, or Christians.
 Phaw Than Klai (Fatherly Klai), a name revered, lived two centuries ago. A devout 
Moslem, he was reputed as having supernatural powers, and his last dwelling place was a 
bank of the Klai Canal. His generosity, extended to all without prejudice, won him great 
respect and many followers. Upon his death, he was adored by both Buddhists and Moslems-
an adoration which continues to this day. In fact, no-one dares to pollute Klai Canal for fear 
of disrespecting his power and magic.
 A unique and prominent feature of NST residents is their invaluable cultural and 
traditional heritage. This is most visible in their unique customs, festivals and religious rites, 
which have been passed down by their ancestors:

�� �w���)�L�U�H���D�O�P�V�� A cold-season Buddhist tradition in which residents set a pile of materials 
on fire on temple grounds and prepare something hot for monks and novices to keep them 
warm

�� �w���)�D�E�U�L�F���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� to the great stupa: This biannual event of Makha Bucha Day 
and Wisakabucha Day features a procession of people holding a long strip of fabric for 
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